The Ponderings of Pastor Beth
Dear Members and Friends,
Justice. What exactly does that word mean?
When we hear the word ‘justice’ in the news, on TV, or in the movies, it often means jail time
or a consequence for those convicted of a crime. The scales of justice, we deem, are balanced
again when the wrongdoer is punished.
But the biblical take on ‘justice’ isn’t rooted in this punitive notion that we so often hear and
see. Rather, it is remarkably redemptive.
The Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, a Disciples of Christ pastor serving a church near Seattle,
beautifully captures the biblical notion of justice:
Throughout the Bible, but especially through the words of the prophets, we hear
the call of God to justice. Justice in the Bible always refers to those on the
margins, especially the poor, widows, and orphans, and also those who are
disabled, foreigners, or strangers—anyone who might be on the outside, anyone
who might be forgotten about. God has not forgotten them.
God also does not forget how we care for others—or do not care for them. God
has included those whom we have excluded, intentionally or unintentionally.
God’s justice is a restorative justice. We have been called to be “repairers of the
breach.”
We’ll live out biblical justice as a church on Feb. 5 as we refill the nearly empty shelves
at Human Concerns with our non-perishables for our hungry neighbors on “Souper”
Bowl Sunday. Our Noisy Offering will support this work of justice too.
Our preaching moment particularly on Sun. Feb. 19 will have us further consider biblical
justice as we hear Jesus reestablish the “eye for an eye” belief into a life-giving and lifechanging way of life.
We’ll continue to hear God’s call this month to be “repairers of the breach” and live out justice
for all in our community and beyond.
Pastor Beth

(“Friend” me on facebook.com: Beth Abbott)

Church Information
Pastor Beth’s Office Hours:
Tu, Th, F 9 AM – 4 PM
Secretary’s hours: M-W-Th 9:00 – 1:00, F 9 – 12
Church’s phone number: (414) 762-8260
Pastor’s email address: pastor@stlukesucc.us
Church’s website: stlukesucc.us
Office email address: dianeremington2@gmail.com

*********************************

Worship Schedule
FEBRUARY 5th
OPENING CHURCH
USHERS
LITURGIST
CANDLELIGHTERS
COMMUNION CREW
CLOSING CHURCH
FEBRUARY 12th
USHERS
LITURGIST
ALTAR FLOWERS
KIDS’ KORNER

WORSHIP
Veronica Shea
Ken & Sandy Hicks
Erwin & Judy Lackner
Amber Mason
Gabe & Elijah Osborne
Amber Mason
**Need Volunteer
WORSHIP
Janet Mierendorf &
Elizabeth Parkinson
Grady Hodgins
Jeff & Amy Brodzik
Kelly Hansen

FEBRUARY 19th
WORSHIP
USHERS
Steve & Kelly Hansen
LITURGIST
**Need Volunteer
SPONSORED FELLOWSHIP Boy Scouts
KIDS’ KORNER
Kendra Wheelock
FEBRUARY 26
USHERS
LITURGIST
KIDS’ KORNER

WORSHIP
Jaime & Jennifer Lopez
**Need Volunteer
**Need Volunteer

MARCH 5th
OPENING CHURCH
USHERS

WORSHIP
**Need Volunteer
Jeff & Amy Brodzik
Wendy Rendflesh &
Tisha Hodgins
Matthew Mason &
Elijah Osborne
**Need Volunteer
**Need Volunteer
**Need Volunteer

th

CANDLELIGHTERS
COMMUNION CREW
LITURGIST
CLOSING CHURCH

********************************************

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 1
6 PM begin with a simple soup and salad dinner
See February bulletins for more information!

What’s Happening in
Worship in February?
As we head into February and finish the season of
Epiphany, we’ll concentrate on what it means to
live as Jesus’ disciples. How do we follow? What
does it take to follow? We’ll explore these questions
and more, so join us in worship!
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
February 5
On this communion Sunday, Jesus provides us with
a series of images in Matthew 5:13-16: “You are
the salt of the earth.” “You are a city on a hill.”
“You are the light of the world.” Following our
Congregational Annual Meeting last Sunday, what
image will be central for us as a church going
forward into our ministries in 2017 and beyond?
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany
February 12
Dipping into Psalm 119:1-8 (the CEB version), we
find “with a heart that does right.” Why is it
important for us as Jesus’ disciples to “do right”
when often that means taking the unappealing
avenue? Who decides what’s “right”? What are the
rewards of “doing right”? We’ll ponder these
together this Sunday!
Seventh Sunday after Epiphany
February 19
In Matthew 5:38-48 Jesus unpacks and reframes
some Old Testament passages meant as instructions
for being in community. Instead of “an eye for an
eye” and “hating our enemies,” Jesus will call us
into new ways of living together.
Transfiguration Sunday
February 26
We’ll spend time with our biblical ancestor, Moses,
in Exodus 24:12-18. There he finds himself
gloriously in the presence of God atop a mountain.
This peculiar and beyond-our-understanding story
will gear us up for the start of Lent and our
wilderness time with God.
******************************************

Pastor Beth’s Ministry Highlights
from January:









We began 2017 by worshipping informally
in Fellowship Hall on Jan. 1. The first thing
we did was to take communion together. We
also used the prayerful reading style called
lectio divina on our Revelation passage “A
new heaven and a new earth,” and paused to
discern our 2017 hopes for our country,
church, family, and ourselves. What a
meaningful worship!
Our Sermon Series “Becoming the
Beloved” Jan. 8-29 allowed us to reflect
on the ways we are God’s
beloved—especially in community together.
Often the hardest aspect to believe in our
faith (and of ourselves) is the notion that we
are loved by God. Hopefully this sermon
series helped you truly believe this message.

***************************************

Board Meeting Minutes
The board meeting was called to order at 6:40 PM
by Brad Uelmen and Pastor Beth led an opening
prayer.
A motion was made by Kaye Povlich to approve the
December Board Meeting Minutes seconded by
Kelly Hansen, motion approved.
PASTOR’S REPORT:
 Diaper changing table to be installed in the
Men’s restroom.
 Community member Diane is working
toward becoming a Zumba instructor and is
interested in using the Fellowship Hall
Saturday morning.
 Fellowship Hall is available for use Tuesday
and Thursday evenings
 Community member Kat is looking for a
space to provide a Daycare for 45 children.
A meeting is scheduled to see if the church
can fit her needs.
 Facebook page for church has been updated.
 Church website needs to be updated.
Exploring possibilities to change web
layout.

Lent- Jan. and Feb. are Epiphany. March 1st
is Ash Wednesday. Focus for Lent will be on
Hunger and Poverty.
1st Congregational UCC in SM will be
starting a free community meal once a
month on the 3rd Thursday. Start date Feb.
23, 2017. 5-6:30 pm.

FINANCIAL REPORT:
 Snowplowing is being paid for the most
part, by the Endowment fund.
A motion was made by Kelly Hansen to approve the
December Financial reports seconded by Kaye
Povlich, motion approved.
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION REPORT:
 Christmas Program on Dec. 18 was
successful. A cute story and a good way to
include all the children.
 Sunday School focus this month will be on
Baptism, Communion and the Bible
 Souper Bowl Sunday food collection will be
asking for extra items in addition to soup
and peanut butter. Human Concerns is
struggling to keep their shelves stocked. So
skillet meals, potatoes, canned chili,
beefaroni etc. will be collected as well on
Feb. 5.
OLD BUSINESS:
 Annual meeting Jan. 29. Ideas discussed to
share with the congregation; How to attract
new members and how to reach out to the
community for mission.
NEW BUSINESS:
 Commissioning of Board Members will be
Feb. 12.
ANYTHING ELSE:
Next regular meeting is Wednesday, February 8,
2017 at 6:30 PM. Brad closed the meeting at
7:50 PM, meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Brad Uelmen
Board President

Switch to Egiving?
At any time, you are welcome to switch to
electronically (“Egive”) your offering. Fill out a
pink authorization form (see narthex or
stlukesucc.us) and decide if you’d prefer your
monthly offering to be automatically withdrawn
from your checking or savings on the 1st or 15th of
the month. Update your giving at any time! Join
others who have experienced the hassle-free way of
supporting the ministries of our church.
******************************************

Financial Report for
Month of December 2016
Checking Account
Balance as of 11/30/16

STEWARDSHIP:
“Souper Bowl Sunday” is coming on February 5th!
We will again collect small cans of soup & cash for
Human Concerns.
Year-end giving statements are now available. If
you haven’t gotten yours yet, please see either
Veronica or me.
Remember the Better Earth clothing drive boxes as
you clean out your closets! Also, if you are a sewer
or crafter bring in your fabric scraps. Those scraps
can be repurposed into useable items. We get paid
by the pound, so every bit helps. To date the total
collected is 4,771 lbs., which means $477.10!
BUILDING & GROUNDS:
Routine repairs to the boiler were made.

$ 4,180.08

Receipts
Transfers in
From Housing Allowance
Total Receipts
Expenses for December

6,730.30
2,500.00
$ 9,230.30
$ 11,470.06

Balance as of 12/31/16

$ 1,940.32

******************************************

“Souper” Bowl Sunday is
February 5
The shelves at Human Concerns are empty
particularly following Christmas. This year, in
addition to bringing small cans of soup (any variety)
and small jars of peanut butter, please consider
bringing items they are in need of: baked beans,
skillet dinners, any canned chili, Manwich,
Spaghetti O's, canned ravioli, Pasta-a-Roni, instant
potatoes (mashed, scalloped, any). Thank you so
much for your continuing support of our hungry
neighbors.
******************************************

Administration Facilitator’s
Notes
MUSIC & WORSHIP:
As the New Year & Epiphany began, we enjoyed a
wonderful new sermon series called “Becoming the
Beloved.”

Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Immel, Administration Facilitator
******************************************
In the event that we would cancel worship
services or church events due to
unfavorable weather conditions, watch
channel 12 (WISN/ABC) or check online
(wisn.com) for an official announcement.
******************************************

Have you checked out Adult
Confirmation yet?
We welcome everyone into our Adult Confirmation
classes. You’ll be able to learn and take part in fun
and interesting conversations—no matter how much
or how little you know about the Bible! This class
extends to all. Join us any time you wish in the
chapel after worship until 12:15 PM.
Sunday, February 19 Who is God?
Dare to ask (and perhaps
have answered) any and
all questions you have
about God!
Sunday, March 19

United Church of Christ
Refresher:
Who are we?
What do we believe?

February Birthdays
Jeff Brodzik
Layna Schmidt
Lois Brosowsky
Jeff Petrus
Rex Lang
Brad Uelmen
Michael Osborne
Isac Garcia
Aubrey Van Dam
Rose Addie
Olivia Osborne
Mario Brown
Austin Orosco
Solomon Kaczmarek
Nathan Wheelock

2/2
2/5
2/6
2/10
2/12
2/13
2/15
2/18
2/20
2/21
2/25
2/26
2/26
2/26
2/27

February
Anniversaries
Jeff & Amy Brodzik

2/16/2002

******************************************

‘Like’ Our Updated Facebook Page!
Find St. Luke’s United Church of Christ (see picture
with communion chalice) and ‘check in’ when
you’re worshipping with us!

In Memory of Jeff Kaiser
Before dementia robbed Jeffery of his faculties, he
was a friendly, outgoing, mannerly gentleman who
loved to make wisecracks. He often broke us up
during service with comments to Pastor Beth. He
loved soda and doughnuts during Coffee Hour.
Sometimes he was shy and would refuse a ride
home. I won him over with homemade cookies and
McDonalds lunches. Often I’d look out the kitchen
window and see him sitting in our yard taking in the
peace and quiet watching the birds and squirrels and
rabbits and chipmunks. He said it was too noisy by
his place. If I took him a drink and sat with him he
would reminisce about his Grandma and the times
they spent together. His grief was fresh every time
he thought of her and my heart was wrenched for
him. He was proud to be working at the Cudahy
McDonalds and enjoyed comradery with the regular
customers. He became a lost soul when that job
ended. When he moved to a group home he got to
work at Careers in Burlington. It was not a favorite
pastime and he delighted in staying home to play
with his baseball cards. He was used to being a free
spirit and had to adjust to his new lifestyle. That
spirit is with his Grandma now…and happy.
The Church Mouse

******************************************

Noisy Offering Collection
Our ‘soup kettle’ Noisy Offerings from Jan. 8 will
be added to March’s collection for One Great Hour
of Sharing, our special UCC offering which
supports ministries around the globe! So far, we’ve
collected $47.69!
Save your extra change and bills for Feb. 5 when
our “Souper” Bowl collection of food and money
will go to feed our hungry neighbors through
Human Concerns.
Please note: Starting in March, we’ll
collect the Noisy Offering at the
beginning of worship on the 2nd
Sundays.

******************************************

Loving Our Hungry Neighbors
February’s Suggested Items:
Peanut Butter & Canned Tuna
Place donations in the Human
Concerns bin in the narthex.
******************************************

Availability in our Fellowship Hall
Do you know of an organization, club, kids’ program,
crafters, etc. who could use our Fellowship Hall on
Tuesday and/or Thursday nights? We’d collect a
nominal fee from adult groups (to help pay for the
lights, heat, etc.), but we would not charge children’s
groups such as the Scouts, etc. Our Board approves

all requests to use the facility. Contact Brad Uelmen
or the church office for questions or a
recommendation.

happening in Sunday’s worship. Small and discrete,
the devices work well. Interested? Ask an usher and
try one out!

Symbol of Giving

Directory Update

For those of you who give electronically (Egive) or
those who give your month’s-worth of offerings on
one Sunday, we have red cards (the size of a
business card found in the pews near the general
giving envelopes) that you can drop into the
offertory plate on any given Sunday when you have
already given. The red cards are your
way of “actively” participating in the
offertory.

Please add to your directory:
Matt & Anne Frei
Kendall & Lucy
8861 S. 6th Avenue
Oak Creek, WI 53154

******************************************

Thank You’s
On behalf of your neighbors in need, I wish express
my deepest thank you for your generous monetary
donation and all the Christmas gifts to South
Milwaukee Human Concerns. This year we were
able to fulfill 602 children’s wish lists! It is only
with the help of our caring community that we can
provide sorely needed assistance. Thank you for
your continuing support. Please know how grateful
we are.
Very Truly Yours,
Debra DeBoer, Director
So. Milw. Human Concerns
***
I would like to thank you for the stuffed animals
that were donated to the South Milwaukee Police
Department. The animals will be given to children
the Department comes into contact with in
dangerous/critical/serious incidents. Having the
ability to provide a child with a stuffed animal may
make a positive difference for the child. Thank you
for your generosity.
Sincerely,
Chief Ann M. Wellens
******************************************

Listening Devices Are Available
for Worship
We have listening devices (headsets)
for those struggling to hear what is

******************************************

Do You Have An Idea
To Share?
A Question? A Concern?
Contact a Board Member: Brad Uelmen
(President), Kaye Povlich (Treasurer), Veronica
Shea (Financial Secretary), Pam Rossi (Secretary)
Kathy Immel (Music & Worship/Buildings &
Grounds/Stewardship), Kelly Hansen (Christian
Education Facilitator)
Or a Pastoral Relations Committee Member:
Janet Mierendorf, Michael Osborne, Ron Petrus,
or Jill Sodemann
******************************************

Sunday School Happenings
in January
Congratulations to Amber Mason who found baby
Jesus in our Three Kings Cake on Jan. 8!
January topics and thoughts from Our Sunday School:
Baptism
-Students loved reading about baptism from
"Walking the Plank to the Baptism Tank"
Communion
-Students enjoyed making bread and wine out of
salt dough and coloring while learning the
importance of communion
Bible

-Kids went on a scavenger hunt through the Bible
learning how to find books, chapters, and verses
(this was very new for them!)

